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Abstract: The present study covers the avifaunal diversity documented in the year 2015 to 2018 from the temporary academic block (TAB), 
Shahpur campus, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, India. Direct observation was made to document avifaunal diversity to prepare first 
checklist of avifaunal diversity. A total of 114 bird species belonging to 12 orders and 42 families were recorded from the campus and the 
surrounding area. The diversity pattern and the species abundance represent the effect of regional microclimate and vegetation association. 
The few encounters of the large frugivorous species near build environment indicate extinction from habitat degradation in the surrounding 
area. The presence of some specialized species in the particular habitat can be correlated with floral assemblage and the microhabitat of the 
area. 
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The regular monitoring and assessment of any taxa is a 

prerequisite for proper management and conservation. The 

terrestrial eco regions in the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) 

have distinct biogeographic characteristics and identified as 

a mega hotspot for biological diversity (Myer 2000, Kumar et 

al 2018). The geobotanical landscapes and habitat diversity 

provides unique floral assemblage for various species to 

flourish. The birds are one of the unique omnipresent fauna 

which occupies or uses both terrestrial and wetland habitats 

for roosting, foraging and breeding activities. The bird 

occupies the status of primary consumer, i.e. herbivorous 

(Amo et al 2013), frugivorous (Mueller et al 2014), 

granivorous (Connolly et al 2014), i.e., insectivorous (Powell 

et al 2015, Rajashekara and Venkatesha 2017) and 

nectarivorous (Bennett et al 2014).Birds are considered as 

specialized creatures well known for various ecological 

services contributing to maintain a healthy and sustainable 

ecosystem from their omnivorous nature (Burin et al 2016). 

Birds contribute in maintaining a sustainable ecosystem by 

seed dispersal, pollination and controlling pest insect 

infestation. A number of studies established the relation of 

climate change and its associated phenomenon with the 

diversity, distribution, changes in the level of competition, 

predation and migratory phenology (Crick 2004, Gregory et 

al 2009). Bird diversity can be used as an environmental 

indicator that reflects the health of the ecosystem, so the area 

specific studies are required.

The IHR is known to have 80 % of the bird diversity of the 

Indian subcontinent with a total of 940 bird species with 

largest number of threatening species in Asia (Mandal et al 

2018). There are 1,567 studies focusing on the bird diversity 

of the Himalayan region and from Himachal Pradesh, there 

are 193 publications from 1833 to 2016 (Chandra et al 2018). 

There are many areas in the hilly mountainous region, which 

are facing the impact of urbanization and climate change. 

The composition of bird species in the developing urban 

environment, particularly the university premise under the 

influence of large human intervention provides an important 

subject for the study. The aim of the present study was to 

prepare the first checklist of the avifaunal diversity for the 

Central University Himachal Pradesh (CUHP), India. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

Study area: The present study was conducted in Shahpur 

campus of Central University of Himachal Pradesh (CUHP), 

District Kangra, Himachal Pradesh, India (76.156629°N and 

32.224464°E). The Kangra Valley is characterized by snow-

capped Dhauladhar Ranges in the north and area with 

moderate topography toward south. The study site is located 

in the area under moderate topography characterized by 

southward flowing small temporary stream mainly filled with 

rainfed water and one permanent stream in the extreme end 

toward the western side. The centre of the study area is 

characterized by agglomeration of three academic 

institutions, so to prepare the checklist different habitats in 

vicinity was also included, covering the diverse microclimate 

and vegetation assemblage from agriculture, aquatic, 

grassland, forest and urban habitat. The dominant tree 

species in the area are sp., Mangifera Bauhinia variegata, 

Morus alba, Syzygium cumini, Pistacia integerrima Phoenix , 
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